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1, The Doctrin of Predeftination mott Comfortable in the Scripture-Senfe, but Abfurd 
and Bla/phemous in the Calviniftical Senfe. tae 

5, The Dreadfull Effects of it among them. Wherein of their Affarance. 
The Faith and Affarance taught in the Church of England. 

4. Is built upon Reafom, that of the Predeftinarians upon Imagination, 

s, How to Diftinguifh the Transports caus’d by Imagization. 

6. A fure Rale of Fasth and Praétice, without Recurring to Secret Decrees: 





WEDNESDAY, Axguft 13. 1707. 





HE account you 
gave me ag time, 
Mafter, of Prede- 
fination bas fatisfy’d me, That in the Scrip. 


(1) Country-man. 


sure-Senfe of the word, and taken only ad’ 


Captum, as you exprefs it, isa molt Comfor- 
table Doétrin, and full of Affurance to all good 
Chriftians. 

But that the Rigid Calviniftical Notion of 
it, and the Inferences they draw from it, 
are not only moft <Abfur’d, but likewife 
Blafphemous againft God. 


(2.) Rehearfal. And the Effeéts of it (fome 
of which I have feen) among the Common 
Presbyterians are Terrible. For their Heads 
being perpetually fill’d with the Abftrufe 
Notions of Predeffination, Elettion, Reprobation, 
and Secret Decrees of God, And that they 
have no Free-Will or Choice what to do, 
but muft go on as it is Secretly Decreed ; 
This, as it of Common Confequence makes 
men Carelefs (for why fhou’d they Seruggle 
when ther is no Remedy, and their Sentence 
is already Paft, and that Jrrevecably)? So it 
is Obfervable, That more of thefe Dye in 
Defpair, than of any other fort of People. 
T have feen them on their Death Bed Cry 
out for <Affurance! Affurance! Oh, what 
fall 1 do for Affurance! And when the 
Merits and Satisfaétion of Chrift has been 
Preach’d to them, they wou’d fay, Alafs! 
What is that to me, if 1 be not one of 
the \Eled ? For Chrif# Dy’d only for the Eleé. 
(This is another of their Doétrins, purfa. 
» ant to their Notion of Predeftination, that 
the Decrees of God may not be Fruftrated.) 
And when they were ask’d, why they did 
Donbt of their Eleéion? And bid look 
into their Lives, which bating Auman 
Infirmities , were Good and Vertnous, 


in the Common fize of Mankind; And | te is nos in the Hand, but ia the 


therefore that they might take this as 
a Mark of their Eleftion : They wou'd 
Anfwer, That the Good Works of the Repro- 
bare were Hateful to Ged (for fo they had 
been Taught) And therefore that this,was 
no fure Mark. Nothing but Eleéion | Election! 
was in their Minds. 

The Condition of thefe poor People is moft 
Lamentable. Eleétion is with thema Secret 
Decree, without any Refpe& to our Works. 
And they can have no other furance of it, 
but that of their own Jmagination. They 
cannot, as the Apoffle requires, be always 
Ready to Render a Reafon of the Hope that 
isin them. Nay they {peak again{t Rea/on, 
and think it rather an Hindrance to Faith. 


(3.) Country-m. Uthank God my Faith (which 
I have learn’d in the Church of England) 
is this, That Chrift Dy’d for all Adankind, 
and Confequently for 44 in Particular. 
Aad I have His Promife, which is an lafala 
lible Affsrance, that if I Believe and Truft 
in that Compleat Satisfattion He has made 
for all my Sims, and truly Repent of them, 
I fhall be Sav’d. And tho’ my Faith be 
Weak, that I fay, Lord I believe, belp mine 
Unbelief, And my Repentance is Unworthy, 
and fit to be Repented of, and all my Righ- 
teonfnefs is as filthy Rags, yet 1 Defpair not, 
becaufe the Satisfattion made for my Sins 








was Perform’d by Chri? in his own Per 
Jon, wholly without me, in which 1 have no 
Share or Part at all; I paid not, nor Cou’d 
pay One Penny of my Debt, or make any 
Satisfattion to Infinite offended Fuftice, but 
my whole Debt was Pay’d by my Surety, 
and by Him alone full Satisfattion was 
made, who only:Cou’d make it. And my 
Faith is the land which Reaches this 





Medicin to me, and Applys it. The Ver- 
Medi- 
cn 




































cine But the Stronger the Fath, the Grea- 
ter the Comfort, Therefore, Lord increafe 
my Faith, and I pray that my Faith fail nor. 
They who Look’d upon the Brazen Serpent 
‘were Healed, yet fome had better Séghe 
than others. Even fo was the Son of Man 
lifted mp, that whoever ‘Believeth in Him 
fhowd have Eternal Life. Thus lmy Faith 
is in Chri, but not in my Fairh it felf. 
And if { bave but a Grain ot it as big 
as a Muftw’d Seed, the fountain of my 
Sins will be Removed and Caft into the 
Sea. If my Faith be well Grounded, tho’ 
Weak; and my Repentance be Sincere, tho’ 
Unworthy, 1 am upon Facob’s Ladder, and 
tho’ upon the Lowelt Step, yet in the 
Rode to Heaven. Some are upon a Higher 
Step, and fome upon a Lower, but Allare 
Safe. 
‘This is my Faith and my Affurance, and 
this isthe Reafon and the Rock upon 
which it is Built. But what Reafon can 
any Man give for his beiag Elefted by 
a Secret Decree, which he knows not? He 
Fancies himfelt Eleffed! There can be no 
more in it. For, as you have faid before, 
there can be no fure Afark of it, by the 
Principles of the Predeftinarians. And what 
then cou’d the Apofile mean (in their 
Senfe) by bidding us make our Calling and 
Eleftion fure? 1s not the Decree of God 


fure without Us? 


(4) Rebearf. 1 am Pleas’d with the Ac- 
count you have given of your Faith, And 
you ought to Blefs God that you have 
been Educated in the Church of England, 
where you have been Inftructed in the true 
Foundations of Chriffianity, which give all 

the Affurance that the Word and Promifes 
of God can give. And this is the Higheft 
Reafon. ut the Afferance of the Predefi- 
navians is all Imagination, being Built apon 
Decrees which they Confefs to be Secret and 
Hidden from us. Therefore it is no won- 
der they fhou’d Cry out for Affurance in 
their Extremity. And when they Say or 
may Think they have it, and Boaf in it, 
yet they can give no Reafon for it, and 
therefore it is bat Imagination {till 


(5-) Impreffions upon the Imagination 
may give great Pleajare and even Raptures 
of Joy. And if thefe are Built upon the 
True Foundation, they are Gold and Preci- 
ous Stones; otherwife they are but Hay and 
Stubble, and will not Endure the Fire. 
They are often the Delufion of Satan, who 
thos Transforms himfelf into an Angel of 
Light, and Deceives many an Unftable Soul. 
But they muft be Try’d by the Foundation. 
Upon which they are not Built, if we can 
give no Reafon tor them, but are Flafhes 

- and Meteors, and give a Falfe Light. 


We may know them likewife by +: 
Effects. If fuch Tranfports cont by thet» 
Humble in our felves, and with nove 

and Charity to others, they come from Gg, - 
But if they fill us with Spirsewal phe 
and make us Look down upon other: . 
beneath us, they come, no Doubt, from Ps 
Spirit oft Pridé, and Tempt us to Pri. 
tho’ fometimes without our own Know’ 
ing it, and while we A& Humility, The 
is none fo Proud as the Proud-Humble May 

who is Proud of his Humility! So Subyi 

is our Adverfary, that we mult Watch : 

ven over our Vertues. He mixes ble 
‘with our feat. So that we often py 

Darknefs for Light, and Light for Darknef, 
And if the Light that is in us be Darknef; 
how Great is that Darknefs! . 


(6.) And this maft be known by Reafon, 
My Reafon tells me, That I can build po 
Affisrance wpon Decrees which are Hidde 
and kept Secret from me. But whatever 
thofe Decrees are, my Keafon aflures me they 
cannot be Contrary or Againft the ka 
veal’d Will of God, which is given us ig 
the Holy Scriprures 3 becaufe that wou'd 
be for God to Cortradi Himfelf. There. 
fore that I may furely Tr#f in His Promifes, 
and Chearfolly fet about my Duty, with 
out Perplexing my felf about Ais fecret 
Decrees. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


“pus Wolf Stript of his Shepherds Cloathing 
in anfwer to a late Celebrated Book intitul’d 
Moderation a Vertue. 
Bigg (but I hope not) telling what will 
come of it, 2 parts, in anfwer to the Occa 
fional Letter. 
Acrifice the Divine Service, from the G- 
venant of Grace, to the Confummation of 
the Myftery of Man’s Redemption. By 7. 
Scandret, Pricft of the Church of England: 
To which is prefix’d a Letter to the Author, 
from the Reverend Mr. Charles Leflie, Chane 
cellor of the Cathedral of Connor, in the King- 
dom of Jreland. « 
th Bifhop of Salisbury’s proper defence, 
_from a Speech cry’d about the ftreets 
in his Name, and faid to have been fpoken 
by him in the Houfe of Lords upon the Bill 
againft Occafional Conformity. 
N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
Schifm, Toleration, ec. In a Letter 
to a Friend. 
‘Emoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, con- 
taining a full and Impartial Account 
of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begun ia 
1§67. Faithfully Publith’d from an Authentick 
M S. By Her Majefty’sHiftoriographer for the 





Kingdom of Scotland, 











Zonaon Printed; and Sold by the Bookfellers of London and W cftiningter. 1707. 
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